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Returning home after deployment can be one of the most challenging and transformative
experiences a service member faces. The transition from the structured, high-intensity environment
of military service back into civilian life often comes with unexpected hurdles and lessons learned
the hard way. While planning and preparation are essential, many returning service members
discover that certain realities only become clear once they are back home. In this article, we will
explore fourteen critical lessons learned through real-world experiences?things that veterans wish
they had known beforehand?to help returning service members navigate their reintegration with
greater understanding and resilience.

Understanding the Emotional Landscape of Reintegration

1. Expect a Range of Emotions

One of the most common surprises for returning service members is the emotional rollercoaster they
experience. Feelings of joy, relief, guilt, anger, sadness, and confusion can all surface unexpectedly.
Recognizing that these emotions are normal helps in managing them more effectively.

2. The "Reverse Culture Shock" Is Real

Just as soldiers experience culture shock abroad, they often face reverse culture shock upon
returning home. The familiar environment may suddenly feel strange or overwhelming, leading to
feelings of alienation.

Rebuilding Personal Relationships

3. Reconnecting Takes Time

Post-deployment, relationships with family and friends might feel strained or distant. Patience and
open communication are vital. Remember, rebuilding trust and understanding is a process.

4. Expect Different Expectations
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Family members and friends may have different expectations about your readjustment. Clarify your
needs and listen to theirs to foster mutual understanding.

Physical and Mental Health Realities

5. Physical Recovery May Be Longer Than Expected

Injuries or exhaustion from deployment might require extended recovery periods. Avoid rushing back
into all activities; prioritize your health.

6. Mental Health Challenges Are Common

Issues such as PTSD, depression, or anxiety are more prevalent than many realize. Seeking
professional help early can prevent long-term difficulties.

Adjusting to Civilian Life and Career Transitions

7. Civilian Life Has Different Rules

The structured environment of the military differs significantly from civilian workplaces. Adjusting to
less regimented routines can be difficult but necessary.

8. Your Skills Are Transferable?But Not Always Recognized

Military skills are valuable, but translating them into civilian terms and credentials can be
challenging. Patience and persistence are key.

Financial and Practical Considerations

9. Financial Management Requires Attention

Deployment often changes financial situations. Creating a budget, understanding civilian benefits,
and planning for future stability are crucial steps.

10. Housing and Daily Life Adjustments Are Common

Returning to a new or familiar home environment might involve logistical and emotional adjustments.
Seek community resources if needed.

Developing New Perspectives and Resilience

Published by: secure.intelligentsports.de Page 2 of 19



Post Deployment Wisdom For The Returning Service Member 14 Thi... Vol. 2024, Issue 12

11. Embrace the New Normal

Rather than longing for the past, focus on building a fulfilling new chapter. Flexibility and adaptability
are vital.

12. Support Systems Are Essential

Connecting with veteran groups, mental health professionals, and support networks can provide
invaluable assistance during reintegration.

Self-Discovery and Personal Growth

13. You Are Not Alone in This Journey

Many veterans share similar experiences. Sharing stories and listening to others can foster healing
and understanding.

14. Prioritize Self-Care and Personal Wellbeing

Taking time for hobbies, exercise, mindfulness, and rest promotes mental and physical health,
making the transition smoother.

Conclusion: Navigating the Road to Reintegration

Returning home after deployment is a complex process filled with unexpected lessons and
challenges. By understanding that emotional upheaval, relationship adjustments, health issues, and
practical concerns are part of the journey, service members can approach reintegration with greater
resilience. Remember that seeking support, being patient with yourself, and embracing change are
essential components of a successful transition. These fourteen lessons, learned the hard way,
serve as guideposts to help returning service members find stability, purpose, and fulfillment in their
post-deployment lives.

Additional Resources for Returning Service Members

- Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs)
- Mental health and PTSD support programs
- Career transition assistance programs
- Financial planning resources
- Peer support groups
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By leveraging these resources and embracing the wisdom gained from experience, returning service
members can turn the challenges of reintegration into opportunities for growth and renewal.
 
Post deployment wisdom for the returning service member: 14 things learned the hard way about
coming home

Returning home after deployment is an experience filled with a mix of anticipation, relief, and often
unexpected challenges. For many service members, the transition from the high-stakes environment
of the military to civilian life can be complex and emotionally taxing. Post deployment wisdom for the
returning service member offers essential insights gained through personal experience and
collective lessons learned, helping those coming home navigate this pivotal phase successfully.
Recognizing these realities can ease the adjustment, foster resilience, and promote a healthier
reintegration process.

Understanding the Complexity of Reintegration

The journey back to civilian life is rarely straightforward. While many assume that returning home
means resuming normal life, the reality often involves a period of adjustment that can be both
rewarding and difficult. The following points highlight some of the most important lessons learned
the hard way?so you can better prepare yourself and your loved ones for what lies ahead.

- Expect an Emotional Rollercoaster

The Unexpected Waves of Emotion

Many returning service members are unprepared for the intense emotional reactions they may
experience. Feelings of joy, relief, guilt, sadness, anger, or confusion can come unexpectedly.
Recognizing that these emotions are normal and part of the healing process can help you cope
more effectively.

Tips:

- Allow yourself to feel without judgment.
- Seek support from mental health professionals if emotions become overwhelming.
- Communicate openly with loved ones about your feelings.

- Reconnect with Family and Friends, but Be Patient
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The Challenge of Re-establishing Relationships

Relationships may have strained or changed during your deployment. Loved ones may not fully
understand what you've gone through, leading to misunderstandings or frustration.

Lessons learned:

- Be patient with yourself and others.
- Share your experiences gradually; don?t feel pressured to reveal everything at once.
- Engage in shared activities to rebuild bonds gradually.

- Expect a Shift in Identity

From Military to Civilian

Many service members experience a sense of identity loss or confusion. The structured military
environment is a stark contrast to civilian life, which may seem unorganized or overwhelming.

Advice:

- Be gentle with yourself as you redefine your role.
- Find new purpose through hobbies, work, or community involvement.
- Consider career counseling or mentorship programs to facilitate the transition.

- Recognize the Signs of Post-Traumatic Stress

The Hidden Wounds

PTSD can manifest weeks, months, or even years after deployment. Symptoms include nightmares,
hypervigilance, irritability, or avoidance behaviors.

What to do:

- Educate yourself about PTSD.
- Seek professional help early if symptoms arise.
- Engage with support groups for shared understanding and healing.
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- Re-establish Routines Slowly

The Power of Routine

Reintegrating into civilian life often requires establishing new routines. Jumping back into full-time
work or responsibilities too quickly can be overwhelming.

Recommendations:

- Start with manageable steps.
- Prioritize self-care.
- Allow flexibility during the initial adjustment period.

- Be Mindful of Your Physical Health

Deployment's Toll on Body

Physical health often takes a backseat during deployment, but coming home is an opportunity to
prioritize medical check-ups and wellness.

Key points:

- Schedule comprehensive medical exams.
- Address any injuries or health concerns promptly.
- Incorporate regular exercise and nutritious eating into your routine.

- Understand That You Are Not Alone

Seek Community and Support

Many returning service members feel isolated, but peer support is invaluable. Connecting with other
veterans can provide comfort and practical advice.

Resources:

- Veteran support organizations.

Published by: secure.intelligentsports.de Page 6 of 19



Post Deployment Wisdom For The Returning Service Member 14 Thi... Vol. 2024, Issue 12

- Local veteran groups or clubs.
- Online forums and social media communities.

- Prepare for the Financial Transition

Managing Finances

Deployment often disrupts financial stability, and returning home may involve financial stress.

Strategies:

- Review and create a budget.
- Seek financial counseling if needed.
- Explore veterans? benefits, job placement programs, and educational opportunities.

- Be Open to Mental Health Support

Breaking the Stigma

Seeking mental health help is crucial but often stigmatized within military culture. Recognizing the
importance of mental wellness is a sign of strength.

Action steps:

- Talk openly with trusted individuals.
- Utilize confidential counseling services.
- Incorporate stress-reduction techniques like meditation or mindfulness.

- Manage Expectations and Be Patient with Yourself

The Slow Process of Healing

Recovery and adjustment take time. Be patient and celebrate small victories along the way.

Practical advice:
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- Set realistic goals.
- Track progress and acknowledge achievements.
- Avoid self-criticism during setbacks.

- Recognize that Not Everyone Will Understand

Bridging the Gap

Civilian friends and family may not fully grasp military experiences, leading to potential
misunderstandings.

How to cope:

- Share your story when comfortable.
- Educate loved ones about your experiences.
- Seek out veteran communities for shared understanding.

- Embrace New Opportunities

Growth and Reinvention

Returning home is an opportunity to pursue new passions, further education, or career paths.

Suggestions:

- Explore educational benefits like the GI Bill.
- Volunteer or participate in community projects.
- Set personal development goals.

- Engage in Self-Care and Wellness

Prioritize Your Well-being

Self-care is vital to maintain mental, emotional, and physical health.

Practices:
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- Maintain regular sleep patterns.
- Engage in hobbies and relaxing activities.
- Practice mindfulness and stress management techniques.

- Keep the Lines of Communication Open

With Support Networks

Whether it?s family, friends, or mental health professionals, open communication is essential.

Tips:

- Regularly check in with loved ones.
- Be honest about your needs and feelings.
- Don?t hesitate to ask for help when needed.

Final Thoughts: The Journey Continues

The path of returning home after deployment is filled with lessons learned the hard way. While the
transition can be challenging, each experience offers growth and resilience. Embracing the wisdom
gained from these challenges can empower returning service members to forge a fulfilling civilian
life, reconnect with loved ones, and continue serving their communities in new and meaningful ways.
Remember, you are not alone on this journey?support, patience, and self-compassion are your
greatest allies.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some common emotional challenges returning service members face
after deployment? Many returning service members experience feelings of isolation, difficulty
readjusting to civilian life, and emotional numbness. Recognizing these feelings early and seeking
support can aid in smoother reintegration. How important is establishing a routine upon returning
home? Establishing a consistent routine helps provide stability, reduces stress, and creates a sense
of normalcy, which is crucial for mental health and successful reintegration. What role does
communication with family and friends play in post-deployment adjustment? Open and honest
communication fosters understanding, strengthens relationships, and helps address any
misunderstandings or concerns, making the transition easier for everyone involved. Why is self-care
essential for returning service members, and what are some effective strategies? Self-care is vital to
manage stress and mental health. Strategies include regular exercise, sufficient sleep, seeking
mental health support, and engaging in hobbies or activities that promote relaxation and well-being.
What are some signs that a returning service member might need professional mental health
support? Signs include persistent sadness or anger, withdrawal from loved ones, difficulty
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concentrating, changes in sleep or appetite, and thoughts of self-harm or hopelessness. Promptly
seeking help can prevent further issues. How can service members prepare for potential challenges
in adjusting to civilian life? Preparation includes setting realistic expectations, building a support
network, maintaining physical health, pursuing education or career goals, and being open to seeking
help when needed. Planning ahead can ease the transition. 

 
Related keywords: military reintegration, returning veteran tips, post-deployment adjustment,
service member transition, veteran readjustment challenges, homecoming advice, military to civilian
life, veteran mental health, reintegration struggles, returning service member support

What s it all about

What s it all about: Unraveling the Meaning and Significance of the Phrase

Understanding the phrase ?what s it all about? can seem straightforward at first glance, but it often
carries layers of meaning depending on the context in which it is used. This article aims to explore
the origins, various interpretations, and significance of this phrase, providing comprehensive insights
for readers seeking clarity.

Origins and Linguistic Background

Historical Context

The phrase ?what s it all about? is a colloquial variation of the more formal ?what is it all about,?
which has been part of the English language for centuries. Its roots trace back to conversational
speech, where contractions and informal expressions are common. Over time, it has become a
popular rhetorical question used to seek understanding or meaning behind a situation, event, or
concept.

Language and Usage

The phrase is often employed in everyday speech, music, literature, and media to prompt reflection
or to question the essence of something. Its informal tone makes it accessible and relatable,
resonating with audiences across various age groups and backgrounds.

Common Interpretations and Uses

Asking for Clarification
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One of the primary uses of ?what s it all about? is to request clarification or explanation. For
example:

- ?I don?t understand this project; what s it all about??
- ?Can you tell me what s it all about??

In such contexts, the speaker seeks to grasp the core idea or purpose behind a subject.

Expressing Curiosity or Skepticism

The phrase can also convey curiosity or skepticism, especially when someone questions the
motivations or significance of an action or idea:

- ?Everyone?s talking about this new trend. What s it all about??
- ?He claims to have a plan, but I wonder?what s it all about??

Here, the speaker is probing to understand the true nature or intent behind something.

Philosophical or Reflective Inquiry

In more profound contexts, ?what s it all about? can be used to ponder life's bigger questions:

- ?After all these years, I still ask myself?what s it all about??
- ?Is there a purpose to this journey? What s it all about??

Such usage reflects introspection and a desire to find meaning in existence or experiences.

Variations and Cultural Significance

Popular Music and Media

The phrase gained popularity in the 1960s through the song ?What?s It All About, Alfie?? by Cilla
Black, which itself was inspired by the film ?Alfie.? The song?s lyrics explore themes of love, life,
and existential questioning, embedding the phrase into popular culture.

Literature and Art

Authors and artists often use variations of this phrase to title works or pose rhetorical questions that
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challenge audiences to think deeply about societal issues, personal identity, or philosophical
concepts.

In Daily Conversation

In casual speech, ?what s it all about? serves as a quick way to express confusion, curiosity, or
skepticism, making it a versatile phrase in informal communication.

Significance in Communication

Facilitating Understanding

Using this phrase helps clarify complex ideas or situations, prompting others to explain or elaborate,
which enhances mutual understanding.

Encouraging Reflection

It encourages individuals to think critically about their beliefs, motivations, or the purpose behind
their actions.

Building Connection

Shared curiosity or philosophical questioning can foster deeper conversations and stronger
connections among individuals.

How to Use ?What s it all about? Effectively

In Questions and Discussions

To ask for clarification:

- ?Can you tell me what s it all about this project??

In expressions of curiosity or skepticism:

- ?Everyone?s excited about the new policy, but I wonder?what s it all about??

In philosophical pondering:
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- ?After contemplating life?s mysteries, I keep asking myself?what s it all about??

Tips for Clear Communication

- Use proper punctuation and context to avoid ambiguity.
- Combine with additional questions or statements to deepen understanding.
- Be mindful of tone; the phrase can sound inquisitive, skeptical, or contemplative depending on

delivery.

Conclusion

Understanding ?what s it all about? involves appreciating its role as a versatile phrase that captures
human curiosity, skepticism, and philosophical pondering. Whether seeking clarification, expressing
curiosity, or reflecting on life's purpose, this expression resonates across contexts, cultures, and
media. Its enduring relevance highlights our innate desire to comprehend the world around us and
find meaning in our experiences.

By recognizing its origins, uses, and significance, individuals can leverage this phrase effectively in
communication, fostering better understanding and deeper conversations. Ultimately, ?what s it all
about? serves as a timeless reminder of our quest for knowledge, purpose, and connection.
 
What Is It All About?

Understanding the Core of a Concept, Phenomenon, or Topic

Introduction: Deciphering the Essence of ?What Is It All About?

The phrase "what is it all about?" is a universal inquiry that resonates across cultures, disciplines,
and individual pursuits. It encapsulates the human desire to understand, find meaning, and grasp
the core purpose behind everything from abstract ideas to tangible objects. Whether pondering the
meaning of life, the purpose of a specific project, or the significance of a cultural phenomenon, this
question drives curiosity, reflection, and exploration.

This comprehensive exploration aims to dissect the multifaceted nature of ?what it?s all about? by
examining its philosophical roots, practical applications, interpretative challenges, and implications
across various domains. By doing so, we strive to deepen our understanding of how humans seek
meaning and how that quest shapes our perceptions and actions.

Philosophical Foundations of ?What Is It All About?
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The Quest for Meaning and Purpose

At its core, the question ?what is it all about?? is rooted in existential philosophy. It reflects the
innate human desire to find purpose amidst the chaos and complexity of life. Philosophers have long
debated whether life or phenomena have inherent meaning or whether meaning is something we
impose ourselves.

- Existentialism: Thinkers like Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus suggest that life has no
predefined purpose, and it is up to individuals to create their own meaning. The question then
becomes a personal journey of self-discovery.

- Absurdism: Camus, in particular, explored the absurdity of seeking meaning in a universe that
offers none, prompting the question ?what is it all about?? as a reflection of human longing versus
cosmic indifference.

- Teleology: Conversely, some philosophical traditions propose that everything has a purpose or
end goal, which can be uncovered through reasoning or divine revelation.

Meta-questions and the Search for Understanding

Beyond seeking purpose, the question also probes into the nature of understanding itself?how do
we comprehend the world around us? It invites reflection on:

- The limits of human knowledge
- The reliability of perception
- The frameworks we use to interpret reality

This introspective dimension adds depth, transforming ?what is it all about?? from a mere quest for
purpose into an inquiry into the very nature of existence.

Practical Dimensions: Applying the Question in Everyday Life

Personal Reflection and Self-Discovery

On an individual level, asking ?what is it all about?? can serve as a catalyst for self-awareness and
growth.

- Identifying Core Values: It encourages introspection to determine what truly matters to us.
- Aligning Actions with Purpose: It helps in aligning daily activities with long-term goals or beliefs.
- Overcoming Existential Dilemmas: When faced with crises or uncertainties, this question
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provides a framework for finding clarity or redefining priorities.

In Professional and Creative Contexts

Professionals and creators often ask this question to refine their projects, products, or artistic
endeavors.

- Business Strategy: Companies ask ?what is it all about?? to clarify their mission, vision, and
value proposition.

- Content Creation: Writers, artists, and filmmakers explore the core message or purpose behind
their work.

- Innovation and Problem Solving: Entrepreneurs and engineers seek to understand the
fundamental problem they are solving to develop effective solutions.

Societal and Cultural Implications

On a larger scale, societies and cultures grapple with ?what it?s all about? to define collective
identities and goals.

- National Identity: Countries reflect on their core values and purpose.
- Cultural Movements: Movements often emerge from questions about societal purpose or

direction.
- Global Challenges: Issues like climate change, inequality, and technological advancement

prompt global introspection on humanity?s collective trajectory.

Interpreting ?What Is It All About?: Challenges and Nuances

Subjectivity and Multiple Perspectives

One of the most significant challenges in addressing this question is its inherently subjective nature.

- Different individuals or cultures may have vastly divergent answers based on their beliefs,
experiences, and values.

- For some, ?what it?s all about? might be spiritual enlightenment; for others, personal happiness
or material success.

Complexity and Ambiguity
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Many phenomena are complex, layered, and multidimensional, making definitive answers elusive.

- Abstract Concepts: Ideas like love, justice, or consciousness resist simple definitions.
- Interconnected Systems: Societal, ecological, and technological systems are deeply

interconnected, complicating straightforward explanations.

Changing Contexts Over Time

What seems meaningful at one stage of life or in one era may shift over time. This fluidity adds to
the challenge of pinning down ?what it?s all about.?

Deep Dive Into Domains: How Different Fields Approach the Question

Philosophy and Theology

Philosophers and theologians have historically sought to answer ?what it?s all about? through
reason, faith, and spiritual insight.

- Religious Perspectives: Many religions posit that life?s purpose is tied to divine plans, spiritual
growth, or moral obedience.

- Philosophical Inquiry: Rational inquiry seeks logical explanations for existence, purpose, and
morality.

Science and Empirical Inquiry

Science approaches ?what it?s all about? by examining observable phenomena.

- Cosmology: Investigates the origins of the universe, seeking answers about its purpose or lack
thereof.

- Biology: Explores evolution and survival, often framing life?s purpose in terms of reproduction
and adaptation.

- Neuroscience: Studies consciousness and perception, attempting to understand what it means
to be human.

Art and Literature

Creative expressions serve as explorations of meaning, often posing ?what it?s all about? through
storytelling, symbolism, and emotional resonance.
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- Art challenges viewers to interpret underlying messages or themes.
- Literature often explores existential questions, moral dilemmas, and human experiences.

Psychology and Personal Development

Psychology examines what drives human motivation and fulfillment.

- Many therapeutic approaches help individuals find personal meaning.
- Concepts like self-actualization (Maslow) address the pursuit of purpose.

Implications of the Question in Contemporary Society

Technology and the Digital Age

Rapid technological advancements have transformed how we seek and find meaning.

- Social Media: Alters perceptions of success, connection, and purpose.
- Artificial Intelligence: Raises questions about consciousness, identity, and what it means to be

human.
- Digital Identity: Challenges traditional notions of self and authenticity.

Sustainability and Global Responsibility

In facing ecological crises, ?what it?s all about? now extends to our relationship with the planet.

- Collective purpose centers around sustainability, conservation, and responsible innovation.
- Movements like climate activism embody society?s search for meaning in stewardship.

Ethical and Moral Dimensions

Deciding ?what it?s all about? involves moral judgments about right and wrong.

- Ethical frameworks influence policies, social norms, and personal choices.
- The question underpins debates on justice, rights, and societal progress.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Journey of Inquiry
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Ultimately, ?what it?s all about? is a dynamic, multi-layered question that fuels human curiosity and
introspection. It is not a question with a singular, definitive answer but rather a perpetual prompt for
exploration, reflection, and growth. Every individual, community, or discipline approaches it from
different angles, contributing to a collective tapestry of understanding.

By engaging deeply with this question, we embrace the complexity of existence, acknowledge
diverse perspectives, and foster a mindset of continuous inquiry. Whether seeking personal
purpose, societal goals, or cosmic understanding, the pursuit of ?what it?s all about? remains one of
the most profound and enduring aspects of the human experience.

In summary:

- It is a fundamental question rooted in the human desire for meaning.
- It spans philosophy, science, art, and everyday life.
- It involves subjective interpretations, complex systems, and evolving contexts.
- It challenges us to reflect, adapt, and seek understanding across various domains.
- Its ongoing nature makes it a vital part of personal growth and societal progress.

By embracing this inquiry, we participate in a timeless quest that shapes our identities, guides our
actions, and enriches our understanding of the universe and ourselves.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main purpose of the phrase 'what's it all about'? It's used to ask for
a summary or understanding of the core idea or meaning behind something. How can I interpret
'what's it all about' in a conversation? It typically indicates that someone wants clarification or more
information about the topic being discussed. Is 'what's it all about' a common expression in everyday
English? Yes, it's a popular colloquial phrase used to inquire about the essence or significance of
something. Can 'what's it all about' be used in a philosophical context? Absolutely, it can be used to
question the meaning or purpose of life, existence, or complex topics. What are some alternative
ways to ask 'what's it all about'? Some alternatives include 'What's the point?', 'What's the
meaning?', or 'Can you explain what it's all about?' How has the phrase 'what's it all about' gained
popularity in media? It has been frequently used in movies, TV shows, and music to express
curiosity or seek understanding about a situation. Is 'what's it all about' mainly used in informal
settings? Yes, it's predominantly informal and commonly used in casual conversations rather than
formal contexts. What should I consider when someone asks 'what's it all about'? You should
consider providing a clear, concise explanation or overview to help them understand the main idea
or purpose. 

 
Related keywords: meaning, purpose, overview, explanation, summary, significance, theme, main
idea, gist, context
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